[Immunotherapy: a new alternative treatment for head and neck squamous cell carcinoma].
In the past decades, prognosis of head and neck squamous cell carcinoma (HNSCC) has not improved even though treatment has made substantial progress. Since the description of immune response against some cancers, antitumoral immunotherapy has been studied to be used as adjunctive treatment in various cancer types. This article review contributions made in the field of immunotherapy on HNSCC in the past few years. It appears that this approach may play an important role in the treatment of head and neck squamous cell carcinoma. Among various TAAs, cancer testis antigens family may be promising candidates for specific immune therapy in HNSCC. Ongoing studies will confirm whether expression CTAs generate an immune response in clinical vaccine trials.